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ACHD Update for June 2013 

Legislative Issues 
AB 900 (Alejo), legislation to address the reductions of AB 97 (2011) passed out of Senate Health 
Committee on June 19 by a vote of 9-0 and was referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee.  As 
currently written, the bill remains narrowly focused (hospitals only) and the retroactive liability for 
payments back to 2011 remains in place.  The California Hospital Association (CHA) is leading a broad 
based coalition to expand the focus of the bill as well as address the retroactive liability.  
 
A “We Care for California” rally was held at the Capitol on June 4 in support of AB 900.  It was attended by 
about 8000 employees/coalition members of affected organizations.  Sharon Spurgeon, CEO of Coalinga 
Regional Medical Center, spoke about the implications of the implementation of AB 97 for the Coalinga 
community. 
 
AB 498 (Chavez) has been amended to direct the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) to seek 
federal approval for funding of the safety net care pool for uncompensated care for budget years 2013-14 
and 2014-15.  These dollars would be new to California, so District Hospitals would not be competing with 
other public hospitals for these dollars.  To the extent that DHCS is successful, 50% of the funds would be 
retained by DHCS to support the Medi-Cal program. 
 
For a complete list of bills of interest to ACHD Members please click here; if you are not routinely receiving 
the monthly legislative updates please contact Leyla Taber (leyla.taber@achd.org) and request to be 
added to the distribution list. 
 
Media/Messaging Training 
Two media/messaging training sessions were conducted in the month of June; hosting these events were 
Palomar Health and Sequoia Healthcare District. A total of 27 individuals representing 10 Districts have 
completed the training.  Check the ACHD website here for information about regional training sessions on 
developing and communicating key messages about the contributions your District makes to the 
community and how to most effectively work with the media to reinforce those key messages. 
 
Chief Executive Officer Evaluation 
ACHD is pleased to offer our newest member benefit – the Healthcare District CEO Evaluation tool.  
Available free of charge to all ACHD Healthcare District members, ACHD is offering an online evaluation 
tool for assessing how each District Trustee perceives the CEO to be performing.  Structured for 
Community Based Districts as well as Districts operating a hospital, the tool has three parts; a draft 
compensation policy for modification to fit your District, a CEO compensation survey for referencing your 
organization’s CEO compensation and benefits, and the online assessment tool itself.  For more 
information on the CEO Evaluation, please contact Tom Petersen at tom.petersen@achd.org. 
 
Healthcare District Maps 
As part of ACHD’s commitment to technology, ACHD recently completed a District mapping project that 
defines the geographic borders of each of the state’s Healthcare Districts. We will soon be adding this map 
to the ACHD webpage with information about your District as well as a hyperlink to your webpage. 
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