
 

ACHD Update for April 2015 

 Certified Healthcare District 
Ken Cohen presented the John C. Fremont Healthcare District Board with the ACHD Certified 
Healthcare District award at the District Board meeting on April 29. John C. Fremont joins Palomar 
Health, Sequoia Healthcare District, Antelope Valley Healthcare District, Petaluma Health District 
and Beach Cities Health District as Certified Healthcare Districts.  Districts achieve Certification by 
demonstrating compliance with public agency reporting requirements in the following subject 
areas: 
 Transparency 
 Website Content 
 Executive Compensation and Benefits 
 State Agency Reporting 
 Financial Reporting 
 
Member Districts interested in applying for Certified Healthcare District status should contact Ken 
Cohen at Ken.Cohen@achd.org.  

  Annual Meeting 
Member response to this year’s Annual Meeting, to be held May 6-8, at the Monterey Plaza Hotel 
has been very positive as evidenced by the early filling of the hotel room block, Program 
information may be found here.  This year we have received four nominations for Healthcare 
District of the Year and two nominations for Trustee of the Year.  The winners will be announced at 
the Chairman’s Dinner on May 7. 
 

 Legislative Updates 
ACHD’s Advocacy Team is busy with the Legislative Session in full swing.  Find ACHD’s legislative 
positions, through our Legislative Reports, which are updated in real-time, on our website here.  
Additionally, log in to the Advocacy Center on My ACHD to find detailed information on legislation, 
including support and opposition letters.   
 
Last week, ACHD announced an opportunity for Healthcare District staff to engage directly in 
legislative and budget policy and implementation at the Association level.   Please find the memo 
detailing the Policy Groups, here.  If you, or your staff, are interested in joining a Policy Group, 
please send an Interest Form, found here, to Amber King at Amber.King@achd.org by May 15, 2015.   
 
 

 Legislative Day 
ACHD’s 2015 Legislative Day was a great success with the highest attendance in many years! ACHD 
was joined by 48 attendees representing 21 Healthcare Districts and is pleased with such active  
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participation.  Those that attended this year’s event participated in a day of educational sessions, a 
Legislative Reception, a Keynote address by ACHD’s 2014 Legislator of the Year Assemblymember 
Rockey Chavez (R-Oceanside), and meetings with Legislators in the Capitol. 
 
Additionally, ACHD/ALPHA Fund staff and Legislative Day attendees had a unique opportunity to 
meet with several State Agency Departments, including a meeting with Secretary of the California 
Health and Human Services Agency, Diana Dooley; Chief Deputy Director, Health Care Programs at 
the Department of Health Care Services, Mari Cantwell; California’s Department of Industrial 
Relations Director Christine Baker. 
 
See pictures from this year’s Legislative Day here.   

 

 “Executive Director Update” 
April has been a busy month for the ACHD team.  Senior Legislative Advocate, Amber King, and I 
visited Beach Cities Health District and had the opportunity to visit a number of Beach Cities’ 
programs and services.  We also visited Tri City Healthcare District and received a District issues 
update from Tim Moran, CEO.  Member Services Specialist, Sheila Johnston, and I visited with the 
Alta Healthcare District, at their invitation, to learn about their emergence from bankruptcy and 
assist them as they embark on strategic planning.  I also had the opportunity to visit John C. 
Fremont Healthcare District and celebrate their achieving Certified Healthcare District status.  Note 
that Petaluma Health Care District has also completed their Certified Healthcare District 
application and will be recognized in May for this achievement. 
 
The ACHD team was busy planning for Leg Day (Imagine the Possibilities) on April 13 & 14, as well 
as a number of ACHD Committee meetings held during the two day event.  The team is also 
planning for the ACHD Annual Meeting May 6-8 in Monterey.  There are a number of exciting and 
informative sessions planned this year.  It’s not too late to register and spend time with your 
colleagues in a relaxed environment. 
 
Furniture for the Sacramento office was approved by the ACHD Board.  The office should be fully 
ready for use by our members the week of June 15, 2015.  Feel free to utilize the services of ACHD 
and our office when you are visiting Sacramento. 
 
The ACHD team recently met with representatives of the District Hospital Leadership Forum for the 
purpose of fostering a mutually cooperative and supportive relationship between the two 
organizations.  There were several very good suggestions for raising the level of communication 
between ACHD and DHLF that we hope to see implemented in the next few weeks.  

On a personal note, ACHD is sad to report the passing of Robert Knight, Former Chief Executive 
Officer of Kern Valley Healthcare District and Bloss Moss Memorial Hospital District.  You may read 
about his life here. 
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