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                                        ACHD Update for May 2013 

 

Distinct Part/Nursing Facility Legislation 
Of the three bills intended to address the AB 97 reductions in reimbursement to hospitals with 
Distinct Part/Nursing services and other Medi-Cal providers, only one, AB 900 (Alejo), made it 
out of their respective Appropriations Committees.  AB 900 is now headed to the Senate but 
with significant amendments.  The amendments include a narrowing of the impacted groups 
down to hospitals only; physicians, dentists, pharmacists and other Medi-Cal service 
providers are now excluded.  Additionally, the issue of overpayments back to 2011 is cause 
for concern as AB 900 sets a new date of July 2013 as its effective date.   
 
Much attention is being brought to this issue; with a full day capitol rally scheduled for June 4 
which is expected to draw 8000-10000 employees whose jobs are at risk should the AB 97 
cuts not be mitigated. 
  
Media/Messaging Training 
Click here for information about regional training sessions on developing and communicating 
key messages about the contributions your District makes to the community and how to most 
effectively work with the media to reinforce those key messages.   
 
Annual Meeting 
This year’s Annual Meeting was attended by 150 individuals, many attending for the very first 
time.  We were pleased to have two exceptional keynote speakers, Dan Walters, syndicated 
political columnist with the Sacramento Bee and well known for his insights into California 
politics and Paul Keckley, PhD of the Deloitte Center for Health Solutions.   
 
Beach Cities Health District was recognized as the Healthcare District of the Year, Berna 
Mayer of Antelope Valley Healthcare District was named Trustee of the Year, and Susan 
Burden, CEO of Beach Cities Health District, was named Legislative Advocate of the Year.  A 
press release with additional information about the recipients can be found here.  Pictures of 
the awardees can be found here. 
 
The Annual Meeting welcomed Dr. Don Parazo (Trustee at Antelope Valley Healthcare 
District) as the new Chair of the ACHD Board and provided an opportunity to thank and 
acknowledge Katie Kane (Trustee at Sequoia Healthcare District) for her leadership as the 
Board Chair from 2011-2013.  Under Ms. Kane’s leadership, ACHD established a new 
management team, reset strategic priorities for the Association, established a Board self-
assessment survey and implemented a public relations strategy to better promote the role of 
Healthcare Districts and to assist the Membership in media interactions. 
 

http://www.achd.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2013/05/ACHD-Annual-Awards-Press-Release-5.30.13.pdf
http://www.achd.org/achd-61st-annual-meeting-pictorial/
http://www.achd.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2013/06/Messaging-and-the-Media-Workshop-Info-Sheet.pdf

